The PRESIDENT said that on one occasion, when he had used a rectangular chisel of another sort, and cut forward with it, the patient suffered for some days with epiphora, owing to his having damaged the nasal duct. She recovered from it, but it was an accident likely to ensue unless great discretion was exercised.
Mr. HERBERT TILLEY said he had seen epiphora follow the radical operation through the canine fossa, in which such an instrument had been used. Such chisels were excellent for the first case they were used on, because they were then quite sharp. To make them serviceable they should be properly sharpened before each operation. One was apt to break a piece of bone into the antrum if the chisel was not very sharp. A better instrument was one which would pull the inner antral wall into the fossa, so that it could be grasped with suitable forceps. He had not used Dr. Donelan's particular instrument, but others very similar-viz., those introduced by the late Dr. McKay Macdonald.
Dr. DONELAN replied that he had used these or similar instruments in a great number of cases, now close on a hundred, in the course of the last six years. The present form of the blade was the third and, so far, most satisfactory modification. Of course these, like other instruments, required to be overhauled before operation. A year or so ago he was operating on a young gentleman, and the chisel had been re-sharpened, but unfortunately ground too thin. On turning the instrument at the end of the cut, so as to jerk the removed fragment into the meatus, the blade broke, leaving a piece in the antrum. It could not be found at the time, owing to the hlemorrhage, but having packed the cavity lightly with some gauze, the piece came away in the packing a little later. Of course, one had to be careful about the nasal duct, and much depended on the site of the initial puncture. At the same time, it should be remembered the nasal duct had been wounded over and over again in all sorts of operations on the jaw and within the nose wit'lout any serious consequences whatever arising. The great advantage of instruments of this kind was that a cleanedged opening not so liable to cicatricial contraction could be formed, while by cutting the nasal wall of the antrum down to the floor adequate access and drainage were secured, and the radical operation obviated in many cases.
